
The final version of the Electronic Logging Device (ELD) mandate was published in December 2015 
requiring that truck drivers electronically track their hours of service as of December 18, 2017.  Statistics 
supporting the adoption of the legislation indicate that over 1,800 accidents and 26 deaths per year could 
be avoided with this mandate in place.

To date, actions to stall or block enforcement have not been successful, and it appears that the legislation 
is on its way to timely implementation.

WHAT IS ELD?
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According to the FMCSA an ELD is a “technology that automatically records a driver’s driving time. This allows easier, more 
accurate hours-of-service recordkeeping. An ELD monitors a vehicle’s engine to capture data on whether the engine is 

running, whether the vehicle is moving, miles driven, and duration of engine operation (engine hours). ELD manufacturers 

must certify that their products meet the technical standards in the ELD rule.”

The ELD final rule does not change any of the basic hours-of-service rules or exceptions.  The ELD must:

     Connect to the truck’s engine to record if the truck is in motion

     Record actual time for each duty status entered or automatically started

     Allow the driver to log in and select Driving, On-Duty Not Driving, Off Duty or Sleeper Berth 

     Graphically display a Record of Duty Status, so a driver can quickly see hours in a day

     Provide data in a format that’s standardized and can be transmitted to law enforcement in a number of prescribed  

     ways, such as wireless web services, USB or Bluetooth 2.0

     Be provider-certified that the device meets the proper specifications and is registered on the FMCSA website

What do ELDs cost?

According to the FMCSA, the average cost of an ELD should be around $495, with a range of $165 - $832. In addition to the 
cost of the device itself, some ELDs also have a monthly software usage or data fee. 
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WHAT IS THE TIMING?
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Phased-In Compliance: 
From December 18, 2017 to December 16, 2019 carriers and drivers subject to the rule can use:

     Automatic Onboard Recorders (AOBRDs) that conform to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. 395.15.  AOBRDs are 

     devices similar to ELDs that were installed before December 18, 2017, and record engine use, road speed, 

     miles driven and date and time.

     Self-Certified and registered ELDs with FMCSA

What happens to those who don’t have an ELD or AOBRD December 18, 2017? 

From December 18, 2017 to March 31, 2018, inspectors and roadside enforcement personnel will begin 
documenting violations on roadside inspection reports and, at the jurisdiction’s discretion, will issue citations to 

commercial motor vehicle drivers operating vehicles without a compliant ELD. The driver may be fined, but will 
not be placed out of service. 

Beginning April 1, 2018, noncompliant vehicles will be placed out-of-service. 

Full Compliance is required after December 16, 2019.
All drivers and carriers subject to the rule must use self-certified ELDs that are registered with FMCSA.  AOBRDs 
will no longer be acceptable. 

What drivers are required to have an ELD?

What are the Implications?

What can shippers do?

Implementation of the ELD mandate may result in diminished capacity. In addition to the cash outlay for the device itself, some 

carriers and drivers, particularly independents and owner/operators who may not have been meticulous about tracking their 

hours may find that stringent adherence to HOS may reduce the amount of work they can do, and thus exit the industry. 
Estimates of the reduction in capacity range from 3-5%, but with the phased in approach, it is unlikely to shrink all at one time.

Shippers should verify that their preferred carriers are, or are planning to be compliant. If carriers do not anticipate being in 

compliance, shippers should explore new carrier options, or potentially, new modes (e.g., intermodal) to move their cargo.  These 
actions should be taken as soon as possible; capacity across all modes is currently tight with no letup in sight. Planning in advance 

will help secure capacity and help lock in pricing. 

Most motor carriers and drivers who are required to keep records of duty status (RODS, also known as paper logs) will need to 
have an ELD. This includes drivers domiciled in Canada and Mexico.  Exceptions include: 

     Drivers who use paper logs eight days or less during any 30-day period

     Driveaway-towaway drivers (transporting a vehicle for sale, lease or repair), provided the vehicle driven is part of the  

     shipment or the vehicle being transported is a motor home or recreational vehicle trailer

     Drivers of vehicles manufactured before model year 2000, or with engine models older than 2000

Drivers who are not required to use ELDs, are NOT EXEMPT from HOS Regulations. They must still record their duty 
status manually (on Logs or Time Sheets) according to Regulation 395.


